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Logging external hardware MIDI messages 
 
Hauptwerk has a useful feature built in that when activated will log all incoming and outgoing MIDI messages 
writing them to the log file. If you are uncertain of the MIDI messages your hardware sends for each switch then 
you can turn the MIDI logging feature on to determine what the MIDI messages are. This tutorial will guide you 
through this process. 
 

1. Run Hauptwerk and choose 'General settings | General options...' 
 

 
 

2. Tick the option named 'Diagnostic: log all MIDI messages received and sent?'  Then click OK.
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3.  Activate the MIDI switch you need to determine the MIDI input for (for example a physical stop tab or knob). If 
this switch has two states for on and off make sure to turn it on and off so that Hauptwerk will log the events for 
each state. For our example we are using a switch that sends MIDI note on and off messages to turn a virtual stop 
on and off. 
 
4. After having physically activated your switch go to 'Help | View recent error/activity log...' Scroll near the end of 
this file and look for items listed as 'Diag: In:' This example displays all MIDI information associated with this single 
stop switch listing the MIDI event type, port, then channel, note number, and velocity. The first line displays the 
MIDI note ON message and the second line the MIDI note OFF message. Note the slight differences between the 
two. 
 

 

 
Keep this file open, or write down the MIDI information. Next you will need to enter this information into 
Hauptwerk's 'Switch (MIDI) inputs' menu screen. 
 

5. Go to 'General settings | Switch (MIDI) Inputs' and scroll to the first entry of the Great stops called: 
 

 Stops: div 2 (Great) 01 
 
Highlight this item then enter the MIDI data that was logged by Hauptwerk into the proper fields on this screen. 
This allows Hauptwerk to "listen" for that incoming MIDI data for this particular switch. 
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6. Finally go to Organ settings | Connect Switch (MIDI) inputs to organ switches'  then continue to map each 
switch to the virtual organ switch as usual. Generally defaults are provided, so for most items you may not need to 
change these settings.  Click OK 

 
7. Test the physical switch to verify it now activates the virtual switch properly. 
 
 

Troubleshooting 
 
If you have activated Hauptwerk's MIDI logging feature and are not able to view the data in the log file please 
check the following steps: 
 

 Verify you have your MIDI cable plugged into the MIDI input of your MIDI interface and that it is working. 

 Make sure you are running either the Stand-alone,  MIDI sequencing or VST version of Hauptwerk and 
that you view the log file for that particular version through the Help menu. 

 Be sure to scroll down the log file to search for the MIDI logging data since the most recent entries will be 
listed last. 

 
 


